
 

The Big Idea:  
In our efforts to understand God, we tend to shrink Him down to size and package Him in ways 
that fit into our limited view. We diminish Him. We, in a manner of speaking, put God in a box. 
We have fallen for the rumor that God is just one more thing we can add to our list of loyalties. 
In this series, our ultimate goal is to take our box, where we have placed our God, pry off the lid 
and experience Him as our primary object of worship. 
 
Biblical Passages:    I Samuel 5
Supporting Scriptures:    Psalm 86:11; Luke 16:13; Matthew 6:21

The Warm-up: 
1. Who is or was your heart throb or favorite celebrity? Explain why. 
2. Did you have a long-time pursuit expecting meaning, happiness or satisfaction but, once 

accomplished, left you wanting? How did that make you feel? 

(15 min.) 

In I Sam. 5, God Jehovah is no longer with the Israelites. These sequences of events surrounding 

the Ark of the Covenant are found in a Philistine city called Ashdod and placed in the temple of 

Dagon, their god of all gods. 

1. What was the rumor Chris suggested the Philistines believed about the God of Israel in 

the box?  What was the God of Israel’s answer to the Philistines? 

2. Relate from the lesson “An Idol is not, necessarily, a statue it is anything we 

_____________ and divides our _________________.”   

3. Discuss these two quotes mentioned in the sermon: 

a. Tim Keller on work: “When you make your work your identity…if you’re 

successful it destroys you because it goes to your head.” 

b. Simon May on human love: “Human love…is now tasked with achieving what 

once only divine love was thought capable of: to be our ultimate source of 

meaning and happiness.  We’ve changed the Bible’s statement “God is love” to 

“love is god.” 

(20 min.) 



1. List ways in which you might have been caught up in the rumor that ‘God can just be a 
loyalty among all my other loyalties’?  List things we tend to allow lordship over us, 
demand reverence or commitment to above the norm? 

2. In life, our hearts are very vulnerable and most prone to division. What you give 
Lordship to your heart will follow.  In what ways can you use the following scriptures to 
renew your commitment and focus your heart on God? 

a. Psalm 86:11 
b. Matthew 6:21 
c. Luke 16:13 

(15 min.)  

At times, we have fallen for the rumor that God is just one more thing we can add to our list of 
Loyalties.  

• Discuss:  God is saying to each of us pry open the lid, open the box and you will see that 
I am too big to share the house.  I want to be the organizing unifying core of your life 
that determines what goes and what stays.  Anything else that you ask me to room with 
won’t work and your heart will end up splintered – broken in pieces just like Dagon was 
before the Ark of the Covenant. 

• Challenge:   
1. How might you stop looking for other Loyalties to bring things that only God can bring. 

Stop expecting to receive something that the idol cannot deliver. 
2. Ask your group to pray with you how to choose what you will give a place of prominence 

and lordship in your life. That which dictates where you put your energy, your time and 
your money. 

• Pray:  
1. God I’ll give you control, ultimate control. You are my loyalty. You’re not on a list.  
2. God what will you have me do with the rest of the list? 

“Worship is the submission of all of our nature to God. 

It is the quickening of conscience by His holiness, 

Nourishment of mind by His truth, 

Purifying of imagination by His beauty, 

Opening of the heart to His love, 

And submission of will to his purpose. 

And all this gathered up in adoration is the greatest of human expressions of which we are capable.” 

-- Bishop William Temple 

Refocus Phone App:  To continue the conversation daily, use the Refocus App on your 
IPhone or Android. 


