
 

 

 
The Big Idea:  
We all have certain thoughts about God - certain preconceived ideas about who He is and what 
He does. We have assumptions and ideas; some of which are accurate and others…well.... not 
very accurate at all. In our efforts to understand God, we tend to shrink Him down to size and 
package Him in ways that fit Him into our limited view. We diminish Him. We, in a manner of 
speaking, put God in a box. 
 
Biblical Passages: 
I Samuel 4 
Supporting Scripture:  
Joshua 3:11-17 
Joshua 6: 1-20 

Psalm 34:3 
Luke 11:1-13 
James 1:17 
Hebrews 1:1-4 

 
The Warm-up: 

1. Growing up, what did you learn/hear about God?  
2. How much of what you learned/heard would you characterize as a positive or accurate 

view of God? 

(15 min.) 

As you look again at the story in Samuel where the Ark of the Covenant was brought into the 

midst of the battle, talk about: 

1. Ways in which you, however subtly, expect (demand) God to come through for you in a 

tough spot. 

2. How, perhaps, you’ve reduced God to the “genie in a bottle” mentality? 

3. Talk about where these limited/inaccurate views of God came from? 

 

(20 min.)

As you look back over the last few years and think about difficult, trying, times: 

1. Did you pray more often or more fervently? 



2. How would you characterize your attitude when praying? 
3. Understanding that God can do anything but humbly submitting to His will. 
4. Expecting God to do something for you as if He’s obligated to hold up His end of the 

bargain. 

Discuss the difference between having faith in God and His ability vs. having an expectation 
toward God that He ought to do whatever it is you ask of Him.  

(15 min.)  

Spend some time this week thinking about the rumors and misconceptions you might have 
about God and ask yourself: 

1. What aspects of God have I been told that are incongruent with what I see and 
experience? 

2. What did Sunday’s message do to shift your thinking or make you take a second look 
at your notions about God? 

3. How has being involved in a small group changed your thinking about who God is?  

The Psalmist encourages us to “magnify” the Lord… to enlarge our scope of thinking about 
God… to view Him as bigger than we’ve previously viewed Him… to see Him as bigger than 
our problems and difficult circumstances… to tear off the box top, allowing Him to escape 
our myopic view so that we begin to see Him for who He really is.  

 

 “I want God, not my idea of God” - C.S. Lewis 

 

Refocus Phone App: 

To continue the conversation daily, use the Refocus App on your Iphone or Android. 

The Refocus app is an ever-changing collection of video devotionals, which you can watch 
and then discuss with others. CrossWinds will be posting video devotionals to the app each 

week! You can find us by opening the app while at church (it will use location services to 
locate our content) or by a quick search for CrossWinds Church.  

To get the app for iPhone:  https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/refocus-free-daily-video-
devotionals/id1144246120?mt=8 

To get the app for Androids: 
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=org.refocusapp.refocus&hl=en 

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/refocus-free-daily-video-devotionals/id1144246120?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/refocus-free-daily-video-devotionals/id1144246120?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=org.refocusapp.refocus&hl=en

