
Small Group Questions                                                                        September 17 | Abandoning Tradition

 

Getting Started: The Warm Up (10 min.) 
The Series Idea: 
The end of Tradi0on - there is a difference between law and sugges0on - and how the tradi0on 
was the religious leaders idea for how the law should be followed. But what we find is that the 
next genera0on inherits that new sugges0on as a rule, and tacks on their own “helpful” addi0on 

Suppor0ng Passages: Mark 7: 1-9, John 7: 24, TEV, Luke 6, Colossians 2:8 

The Warm Up Ques0ons: 
  
1. Share something you truly believed was in the Bible, but turned out was just something 
someone told you once, and just took it for truth even though it wasn’t. 
2. [Op0onal] Pick a verse from the Bible (such as those listed in the “suppor0ng scriptures” 
sec0on), and play the “telephone” game - whispering the verse down the line, and see how it 
changes as it’s passed from person to person. 

Resetting: Rethinking the Message (15 min.) 

1. Why do you think Jesus was so merciless when it came to the rules of tradi0on that were 
such a part of Jewish culture?  
2. In Mark 7:6-7, Jesus references Isaiah 29:13, where God’s people have turned to their own 
tradi0ons and rules, as stand-ins for the worship and obedience that God desires for us. Share 
some experiences when you have done the same, and how it affected your rela0onship with 
God.  
 a. Did following those tradi0ons feel fulfilling?  
3. Have you ever been that “carpool lane” guy/gal (religious or otherwise)? Share that 
experience of keeping others on track with a rule you felt was cri0cal to follow. 
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Dig-In: Beyond the Message (20 min.) 
1. What do you think Jesus would say about our tradi0ons, if he was living in age of the modern 
American Church?  
 a. What about CrossWinds specifically?  
2. If you recall “the 613” art exhibit that Chris men0oned, there is a list of the transla0ons here 
(h]ps://www.thecjm.org/learn_resources/344) Pull this list up on your phone and discuss ones 
you prac0ce today (warning some are strange).  
 a. How do you think those “prac0ces” or rituals helps draw you closer or maybe further  
 away from God? 

                    

Dig Deeper: How Do We Live it Out? (15 min.)  

1. As your spiritual walk has progressed, what are the different man-made/cultural “fences” that 
were put up along that journey?  
 a. Who were the people that were crea0ng those “fences”?  
 b. Did the people, and types of fences change over 0me? 
2. What would it look like to embrace “the mess” and open-endedness that some0mes comes 
with what God asks of us?  
 a. How might your life be different?  
 b. How would your interac0ons with others be different (specially those who are not  
 Chris0ans)? 

Challenge: 

Jesus seems to treasure his Father’s Word (scripture) and living out acts of worship, over the 
tradi0ons people build on top of it. What are some ways that your rituals and tradi0ons actually 
weaken your discernment “muscles”? Spend some 0me this series on breaking down some of 
those tradi0ons, and how they can be made to priori0ze the experiencing of God and discerning 
His will, versus the tradi0ons of religion or life we acclimate to. 

https://www.thecjm.org/learn_resources/344

