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THE FIELD
THAT YIELDS
BRIE LOREY 
DIRECTOR OF ALIGNMENT & ENGAGEMENT

Over a century ago, the Freisman family drove their herd 
of cattle from San Francisco to the spacious hills of Liver-
more. By then, the land was tame and fruitful; she provid-
ed life for the livestock, which in turn provided life for the 
people of the Tri-Valley. For decades, she was a staple in 
the community as Livermore grew more populous.

Sadly, the Freisman Dairy closed its barn doors the early 
1970s. The land’s thriving days seemed to be behind her, 
and she began to shrink and wither away as people and 
businesses moved into the area. By the early 2000s, the 
land only provided for a few grazing cows and roaming 
deer and turkeys.

Seven years ago, there was a large field yearning for a 
way to bless the community. She sat patiently, knowing 
that someday she could fulfill a need; it would only take 
the vision and passion of the right leader to nurture and 
guide her. Meanwhile, a churning of the Holy Spirit in two 
faithful women, Barbara and Karen, planted the desire of 
a place to educate and build relationships with the com-
munity through gardening. These women were led to this 
field and began the fruitful journey of bringing the com-
munity to such a place. 

Over the years, a portion of the field, affectionately now 
named the Eden Garden, has provided the place for both 
the churched and unchurched to learn to cultivate seed-
lings in the once barren field. Not only does the land now 
yield over 2,500 lbs. a year, she gives the ever-growing 
volunteer and community teams a place to fellowship. 

During the last 15 months, the Eden Garden founders 
and devoted volunteers were once again driven to con-

tinue the relationship with the field in an even bigger way.  The field 
was ready to bless the Eden Garden with more land, preparing to 
gift another ¼ acre of usable space. It should not go without stat-
ing, while the field has done a wonderful job of providing healthy 
land and soil, she could not enrich the land with the produce she 
does without the ongoing support and sweat equity the volunteers 
have put in over the years.  The two women devoted to the Garden 
prayerfully and faithfully continued to put one foot in front of the 
other despite the growing need for more volunteers as the expan-
sion took shape.  

But wouldn’t you know, just as the opening for more hands and feet 
to support the Garden in her growth was needed, Divine timing 
offered the solution.  A large local healthcare company listed the 
Garden as a community service opportunity and a team of approx-
imately 20 helpers arrived to volunteer. Then, shortly after that, a 
second team of 35 individuals from all over the country in town for a 
company-wide meeting came to support the Garden in her ongoing 
needs. There are two more community days scheduled for the Fall 
of 2018, and even more in the works for the coming seasons.  Sev-
eral of the first-timers from this company have returned on regular 
gardening days now because they love the work happening and be-
lieve in the mission of the Eden Garden: providing healthy, organic 
produce for those in need.

The Divine Intervention of a yearning field merged with the dedica-
tion and passion of the Eden Garden and her team to reach people 
in need of clean, organic, healthy food in the community cannot go 
without sharing! God is good and He is able to work in miraculous 
ways when we stay open-handed and willing to step into whatever 
opportunities He puts in front of us. 

He is able to work in miraculous 
ways when we stay open-handed 
and willing to step into 
whatever opportunities He puts 
in front of us. 

However, God wasn’t done 
with this land. God still 
had a plan for her.
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There really is nothing 
better than connecting 
in meaningful ways with 

others in our spiritual and 
relational journey.  



Angelina is one of CrossWinds’ great small group leaders, where she dedicates 
her time leading a group of young professionals. However, this wasn’t always 
the case for her. When I first met her a few years ago, she was new to small 
groups. Like so many people in our church community, she gained new friend-
ships and a new understanding of the value of small groups.

We met over coffee, which is what we do a lot around here when getting to 
know people.  I remember her grabbing a phone call and she began speak-
ing in Russian. It was her grandmother.  She has a big heart for her family 
and being available to them is high on her must-take-this-call list.  I looked 
at her and she said, “oh yeah...I speak Russian.  Like...doesn’t everyone?” 

She had a vision of a small group for young professionals, so she com-
pleted our leader training and began gathering others in her life stage. 
This group has been meeting throughout this past year.  The born leader 
that she is, Angelina has been leading this new group while transitioning 
between jobs, volunteering in other ministries, and more.  As we were dis-
cussing her group for this coming fall, she mentioned it would be good to 
have someone as a mentor/encourager in her life and this leadership role 
she has found herself in. 

Later that week during one of my one-on-one meetings with a new person look-
ing to connect in a group, I met Kathy Kelly.  She is a gifted leader and has been 
a Christian for years, solid in her faith, and wanting to be in a group with other 
working women.  I asked her what she felt God might be calling her to in ministry 
in this season and she said, ”I’d like to mentor or be an encouragement to young 
working women.” I love when this happens!

 I told her about Angelina and her background and that she is Russian.  Kathy 
said, “I’m Russian.”  Another Divine connection! She and Angelina are connect-
ed and talking about what that could look like for them.  I know that God has 
a plan in that and I look forward to seeing how her influence and encourage-
ment might help shape this young leader in the coming Fall.  

There are other conversations to be had before this fall season of groups is 
underway, and I look forward to each one with expectation that God is up 
to something special in each person’s life. There really is nothing better than 
connecting in meaningful ways with others in our spiritual and relational jour-
ney.  I’m thankful so many are finding that to be true this season.  
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This is the time of year I look forward to people re-establishing 
their small groups, starting new groups, and maybe joining a 
group for the first time.

On a Sunday morning in mid July, our community life team 
filled the courtyard with engaging opportunities to get people 
to stop and chat and possibly help them find a small group this 
fall.  Our message that Sunday was about Ruth and Naomi and 
we wanted to support the focus of community and how import-
ant it is to have people in our lives.  Well, I’m happy to share 
that we had a lot of conversations and more than 100 people 
said yes for the first time to letting us help them find the best 
group for them. They will be joining our growing small group 
community of over 600 people who have already dedicated to 
further know, love, and reflect Jesus.

The following Monday morning I looked at the list of names 
and so many were new to CrossWinds. That was cool. We 
divided them up among the small groups leadership team 
to follow up with and I prayed, Lord… where will we put all 
of these 100 people...we need new leaders.  At that time we 
had about 8 leaders who had expressed an interest in the 
Small Group Leader Bootcamp that would begin the follow-
ing week.  That was pretty good, and I was excited for this 
new group of leaders.  But during the week, more and more 
future leaders were signing up.  We kicked off our SG leader 
bootcamp with 24 new leaders. How great is that? What an 
answer to prayer! People were stepping out to make room for 
God to do some good work in others’ lives and relationships.  
We have quality, gifted, faithful people stepping up this sea-
son to help lead others. 

We’re raising up leaders, connecting those who want to find a 
group, and hearing some pretty incredible stories. But most of 
all, we are celebrating the way God works to draw us close to 
Himself and each other.

LIVING LIFE
TOGETHER
CAROLE TAYLOR
COMMUNITY LIFE PASTOR
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GET TO KNOW
CROSSWINDS TEAM

DANIEL PARSONS

Daniel Parsons is the newest member of the CrossWinds 
staff. He is joining as one of our Student Ministry Pastors, 
where he will be leading our High School group. Daniel 
has been a part of the CrossWinds family for many years, 
starting as a student and then as a leader. 

I grew up just over the hill in Fremont. I came to Cross-
Winds for the first time in October of my junior year of 
high school. I went to school in Los Angeles at Azusa Pa-
cific University where I majored in Biblical Studies.

I think I could hold my own in an Olympic fly fishing event.

Where is Chelsey?

It depends on how I feel, if it’s hot I like iced pour overs 
taken black, if it’s cold I’m a sucker for a french press.

My family used to spend months in the mountains during 
the summer. With my parents both being teachers, as 
soon as school ended we’d move up into the pines beside 
a river. It was always a place of security and limitless po-
tential. My sweetest memories are in those canyon walls.

This past June I saw Trevor Hall in Tahoe. It was a small venue 
with standing room up to the stage. A local violinist opened for 
him and later during the main act Trevor brought the violinist 
back out and those two absolutely rocked together.

Where are you from? Where 
did you go to school?

If you could turn any activity 
into an Olympic sport, what 
would you have a good chance at 
winning a medal for?

What would be your first question 
after waking up from being 
cryogenically frozen for 100 years?

How do you take your coffee?

What’s your fondest 
childhood memory?

What’s the best concert you’ve 
been to?
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I’d remind myself of the dreams important to me today. I guess 
I could just write a letter to myself and not open it until later.

Your worth is based on the justification of Christ, nothing else.

Two things come to mind, and I can’t decide which is bet-
ter. The first is, in business, a manager once told me: “work 
like you own the place.”

Second, after leaving a full-time scholarship and a life 
commitment to baseball to pursue ministry, my head 
coach said to me, “If God is calling you to this then pick up 
the plow and don’t look back.” That’s some of the best life 
and faith advice I have ever been given.

A ranger approached my buddy and I when we 
were coming off of a small tributary to an East-
ern Sierra lake in late November one year. He 
asked us how we did fishing and after we told 
him how awesome it was he kindly wrote us up 
for fishing a closed body of water.

Here’s the thing, everyone goes straight for a de-
fensible location. I prefer to think outside the box. 
Befriend the zombies. Open a meat based chain 
of restaurants. I retire comfortably within five to 
ten years.

“Buy one left shoe get another left shoe free”

If you could make a 20 second 
phone call to your future self, 
what would you say?

Knowing what you know now, 
what advice would you give 
your 18-year-old self?

What’s the closest you’ve 
ever come to being 
arrested?

What’s the best piece of advice 
you’ve ever been given?

How would you survive a 
zombie apocalypse?

What would be the worst 
“buy one get one free” sale 
of all time?

F A L L  2 0 1 8



C R O S S W I N D S  C H U R C H

0 8

A NEW FACE,
A NEW SOUND
DEREK WALKER
MUSIC PASTOR

FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: SCOTT, JUSTIN, COLLIN, DEREK, JOSHUA



About a month ago on a Saturday morning, I 
received an Instagram message from someone 
who had just moved to the area. He told me that 
he had just finished a week-long road trip from 
his home in Virginia to the West Coast, and that 
he was a guitar player looking for a church to 
maybe connect with and start playing.

My immediate response was this: “Come to 
church tomorrow. I want to hear your story.”

The next day, after 2nd service, Collin came up 
to the front and introduced himself. He told me a 
little bit of his story, and it blew my mind.

He had grown up in Virginia, playing in met-
al bands and driving charter buses for a living. 
About five years ago, a friend invited Collin to 
church. He was in the middle of a deep depres-
sion and went half-heartedly, but while he was 
there, he felt God reaching out to him…so he de-
cided to answer that call, and learn more about 
Jesus. He became a Christian that day, and 
started playing guitar in church.

While his battle with depression persisted, he 
sat in church a few weeks later and felt God tell-
ing him to step out in faith and leave Virginia. 
His sister lives out here in the East Bay, and she 
invited him to come and live with her family. So 
he did. He drove out here, moved in, and started 
a new life in California.

At this point, I was cracking up because we had 
both just listened to Jodie teach about stepping 
boldly, and here was someone who really did it! 

But the best thing he said as we sat there and talked 
in between services was this: “I was getting ready 
to check out a few churches, but I don’t think I need 
to. This is my home.” As we continued our conver-
sation, he expressed the overall sense of welcome 
he felt through our worship and community.

Over the next few days, we hung out more and 
got to know each other. But I’ll tell you, the cool-
est thing was sitting back and watching doors open 
for Collin. Soon after moving here, he applied for a 
job at Guitar Center. They realized he knew what 
he was talking about, and offered him a job almost 
immediately. He had a good place to live, he found 
a home church, and he had finally found something 
in California that made sense for him.

A few weeks later, we had the honor of inviting Col-
lin to join our team and play guitar in our Sunday 
services. It was rad to see such an organic and nat-
ural fit. It’s been humbling to hear him talk about 
how his expectations of church have been based 
on what he’s seen in the past, and how CrossWinds 
has introduced him to a new way of knowing Jesus 
and loving others.

I’m grateful that I met Collin - not just because he’s 
a fit on our team and fills a need that makes our 
weekend services better, but because I’ve made a 
friend. I love hearing stories about how God moves 
us around and connects us with different people 
and nudges us into different seasons of our lives. 
Getting to play a part in this season in Collin’s life 
as he makes CrossWinds Church - and California - 
his home is such a cool reminder of how in control 
God is.
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“I was getting ready to check out a few 
churches, but I don’t think I need to. 

This is my home.”

F A L L  2 0 1 8



C R O S S W I N D S  C H U R C H

1 0

a young couple got engaged, 

a grieving couple who lost 

their daughter experienced 

the presence of God and was 

reminded that He is with them, 

a young girl realized for 

the first time that God truly 

wanted a relationship with her



A few years ago, Emily Nelson began dreaming about creating 
sacred space on our new CrossWinds property. Little did she 
know that another long-time attender, Rob Normann, also start-
ed dreaming about something similar. But neither knew exactly 
what it would be and what form it would take. Nevertheless, their 
hope was that this sacred space would provide a refuge for our 
busy lives and be a sanctuary from the daily grind—a place to 
quiet your soul and connect with God.  This space would be a 
shared blessing for the entire church community and for anyone 
who would like to use it to find rest and direction.

Separately, they waited on God to fill in the blanks—for Him to 
give color and shape to the outlines they were both dreaming. 
When they began to draw their dream with others, God filled 
in the blanks and gave vibrant color to what the sacred space 
should be: a prayer path. They shared their vision with the lead-
ership of CrossWinds and we concurred that a path was the sa-
cred space we were needing.

On June 15, after nine months of preparation and construction, 
and a much longer time of prayer and waiting on God, Cross-
Winds celebrated the grand opening of the Prayer Path and ded-
icated it through worship and communion. Over a hundred peo-
ple came out for an extended time of worship in the auditorium 
followed by a time of prayer, more worship, and communion on 
the path itself. Rob took time to cast a vision for what he hoped 
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the path would be and Emily prayed blessings over the path. 
Families and friends walked the path together and dreamed 
their own dreams about how they hoped God would show up for 
them and for those who would walk on it. 

Since then, many travelers have entered that sacred space. 
Many have experienced the goodness of God on its path: a 
young couple got engaged, a grieving couple who lost their 
daughter experienced the presence of God and was reminded 
that He is with them, a young girl realized for the first time that 
God truly wanted a relationship with her—and countless others 
have experienced God in ways they otherwise might not have—
simply because two people paid attention to God. 
That’s the neat thing about God. He is all about bringing His fu-
ture and His dreams to fruition through us. And because of that, 
Emily and Rob’s dream is a reality and it now belongs to you!  
You are invited to use it anytime-it’s open 24/7. Use it however 
you feel led: for prayer, meditation, worship, rest, just to stroll in 
a quiet place during the week—but the idea is that while on the 
path, you connect with God. It’s a simple space, but one that is 
desperately needed for us to refresh our souls!

What’s your dream CrossWinds? What is God prompting and 
stirring in you? Listen to it. Wait on it. Pay attention to it. And 
let God bring it about. Don’t let it go. Who knows what shared 
blessing God will bring about through you!

CELEBRATING
SACRED SPACE
JODIE TEY
ASSOCIATE PASTOR
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